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king, Servius Tullius; if they had existed, the Gauls would have
failed in their assault. It is probable that all the city, except
the Capitol which contained the chief temple, was defended
merely by earthen ramparts. The Gauls defeated the Roman
and Latin army on the banks of the Allia, took and burnt the
city, and requisitioned a large sum of money.
; The consequences of this disaster were of infinite impor-
tance to Rome. It revealed that an army, consisting almost
entirely of patricians alone, could not cope with the military
needs of the time, and that the city must be made into an
armed fortress with strong walls of stone. Further, the
Gallic peril forced Latium into closer union round Rome,
since no other power was strong enough to check further
raids. The Gallic wars had a notable influence, especially on
the internal development of Rome in politics and economics.
As Rome grew richer and more powerful in the course of the
fifth century, her hereditary aristocratic constitution became
more and more unstable. The plebeians, who were free from
the burden of military service, rose in importance. In the
constant wars of the fifth century, the nobles were forced
more than once to seek assistance from the plebeians and
t supplement the ranks of their own army with these recruits.
It is possible that the military system which bears the name
of Servius Tullius, and was definitely introduced after the
Gallic wars, came into existence as early as this time ; more
is said of it below. As the Roman territory expanded, the
number of free non-patrician landowners increased; for
plebeians who took part in successful campaigns received
grants out of the conquered land; and many clients of the
ruling families were perhaps rewarded in the same way for
military service, and so became economically independent.
There grew up by degrees among the plebeians a community
of interest and a desire for organization. They found repre-
sentatives, who were perhaps originally commanders of the
plebeian troops, recruited according to territorial divisions,
which were called ' tribes ', but must not be confused with the
three ' gentile ' patrician tribes. Hence these representatives
were called ' tribunes ' ; and they came to be champions of
all plebeians. Four tribunes probably were originally elected
annually; they represented the four tribes into which the city
of Rome was divided; later their number was increased to ten.
Their first victory in the struggle of classes was won when they

